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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 , (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for correcting a path sequence of 
m environment variable in a data processing system, the path sequence specifying an order for 
searching a plurality of different directories for locating executable code within the data 
processing system, the method comprising: 

monitoring the data processing system for a change effecting the path sequence of the 
environment variable, wherein the environment variable is enabled and being used by the data 
processing system to specify the order for searching the plurality of different directories within 
the data processing system; 

responsive to detection of the change effecting the path sequence of the environment 
variable, determining whether any duplicate files exist in any of the directories identified by the 
path sequence; aad 

responsive to determining that duplicate files do exist, altering the path sequence of the 
environment variable to ensure that a proper executable file is found and ased ejjffl?"tcd when 
selected by one of a user and a running application programiand 

after altering the path sequence, using the altered path sequence to find and execute the 
proper executable file . 

2-5, (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently amended) The computer implemented method as recited in claim 1, wherein 
the step of altering the path sequence of the environment variable comprises removing references 
to all but one of duplicate files in the path sequence of the environment variable. 

7. (Currently amended^ The computer Implemented method as recited in claim 6. wherein 
the all but one duplicate file is selected by a user. 

8. (Cancelled) 
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9. (Currently amended) A cpmputer implemented method for correcting modifications that 
have been made to an environment variable during installation of software in a data processing 
system having a file system for storing files , the method compria ing: 

installing the software on the data processing system for subsequent execution by the data 
processing *y&te m- wherein installing the softwar e comprises adding at least one directory name 
ftp a path sequence of aq environment variable, the oath sequ ence specifying an order for 
searching a plurality of different directories for locating exe cutable code within the data 
processin g system: 

detecting that m fee environment variable has been modified during the installing step; 

responsive to the detecting step, detennining if duplicate files exist in a dig path sequence 
of the modified environment variable; 

responsive to a determination that duplicate files exist in a die path sequence of the 
environment variable, prompting a user to select a correct one of the duplicate files; and 

removing all incorrect ones of the duplicate files fsem that exist in the path sequence of 
the environment variable. 

10, (Currently amended) A computer program product taneiblv-embodied in a tangible 
computer readable media for use in a data processing system for correcting a path sequence of an 
environment variable in the data processing system, the path sequence specifying an order for 
searching apjuprality of different directories for locating executable code within the data 
processing system, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for monitoring the data processing system for a change effecting the path 
sequence of the environment variable, wherein the environment variable is enabled and being 
used by the data processing system to specify die order for searching the plurality of different 
directories within the data processing system; 

second instructions, responsive to detection of the change effecting the path sequence of 
the environment variable, for determining whether any duplicate files exist in any of the 
directories identified by the path sequence; as4 

third instructions, responsive to determining that duplicate files do exist, for altering the 
path sequence of the environment variable to ensure that a proper executable file is found and 
used executed when selected by one of a user and a running application program : and 
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fourth imtructioris. responsive to altering the path sequence, for using the altered path 
sequence to find and execute the proper executable file , 

11-14. (Cancelled) 

1 5. (Previously presented) The computer program product as recited in claim 10, wherein the 
step of altering the path sequence of the environment variable comprises removing references to 
all but one of duplicate Files in the path sequence of the environment variable. 

16. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 15, wherein the all but one 
duplicate file i& selected by a user. 

17. (Currently amended) A system for correcting a path sequence of an environment variable 
in a hardware data processing system, the path sequence specifying an order for searching g 
plurality of different directories for locating executable code within the data processing system, 
the system comprising: 

first means for monitoring the hardware data processing system for a change effecting the 
path sequence of the environment variable, wherein the environment variable is enabled and 
being used by the hardware data processing system to specify the order for searching the plurality 
of different directories within the hardware data processing system; 

second means, responsive to detection of the change effecting the path sequence of the 
environment variable, for determining whether any duplicate files exist in any of the directories 
identified by the path sequence; aad 

third means, responsive to determining that duplicate files do exist, for altering the path 
sequence of the environment variable to ensure that a proper executable file is found and «sed 
executed when selected by one of a user and a running application prop-a m: and 

fourth means, responsive to altering the path sequence, for using the altered path 
sequence to *nd ff*ficute the proper executable file, 

18-21. (Cancelled) 
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22, (Previously presented) Hie system as recited in claim 17, wherein the step of altering the 
path sequence of the environment variable comprises removing references to all but one of 
duplicate files in the path sequence of the environment variable. 

23, (Original) The system as recited in claim 22, wherein the all but one duplicate file Is 
selected by a user. 

24, (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for managing environment 
variables in a data processing system* comprising data processing system implemented steps of: 

automatically invoking an environment variable manager upon occurrence of at least one 
of occurring events: a) a directory is deleted; b) a product is uninstalled on the data processing 
system; and c) a given environment variable is manually modified by a user; 

determining, by the environment variable manager, if any occurring event a), b) or c) 
causes a modification to an affected path sequence of any presently active environment variable, 
the path sequence specifying an order for searching a plurality of different directories for locating 
executable code within the data processing system; and 

automatically correcting the affected path sequence if it is determined that the occurring 
event causes the modification, 

25, (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for managing environment 
variables in a data processing system, comprising data processing system implemented steps of; 

automatically invoking an environment variable manager whenever a path sequence for a 
presently active environment variable is modified in the data processing system, wherein the path 
sequence specifies an order for searching a plurality nf different; directories for locating 
executable code within the data processing system; 

determining! by the environment variable manager, if duplicate files exist in the 
directories specified by the path sequence of the environment variable; and 

enabling a display of each environment variable determined to have duplicate files in the 
directories specified by the path sequence to a user for correction. 
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26. (Currently amended) A computer implemented method for managing environment 
variables in a data processing system, comprising data processing system implemented steps of: 

determining if a directory, specified by a path sequence of any environment variable, is 
deleted from a file system of the data processing system , wherein the path sequence specifies an 
order for searching fi plurality of different directories for locating executable code within the data 
processing system; asd 

enabling at least one of the following: a) an automatic deletion of the directoiy from the 
path sequence of the environment variable; and b) a display of an interface to inform the user to 
delete the directory from the path sequence of any affected environment variablesiand 

after the enabling step, searching directories in the file system as specified bv the plurality 
of different directories in the path sequence to lo cate the executable code. 

27. (Currently amended) A data processing syste m, including hardware components, having 
means for managing environment variables* comprising: 

means for automatically invoking an environment variable manager upon occurrence of at 
least one of occurring events: a) a directory is deleted; b) a product is uninstaller on the data 
processing system; and c) a given environment variable is manually modified by a user; 

means for determining, by the environment variable manager, if any occurring event a), b) 
or c) causes a modification to an affected path sequence of any presently active environment 
variable, the path sequence specifying an order for searching a plurality «f different directories 
for locating executable code within the data processing system; and 

means for automatically correcting the affected path sequence if it is determined that the 
occurring event causes the modification. 

28. (Currently amended) A data processing system, including hardware components, having 
means for managing environment variables, comprising: 

means for automatically invoking an environment variable manager whenever a path 
sequence for a presently active environment variable is modified in the data processing system, 
wherein the path sequence specifies an order for searching a plurality of different directories for 
locating executable code within the data processing system; 
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means for determining, by the environment variable manager, if duplicate files exist in 
the directories specified by the path sequence of the environment variable; and 

means for enabling a display of each environment variable determined to have duplicate 
files in the directories specified by the path sequence to a user for correction. 

29. (Currently amended) A data processing syste m, including hardw are components, having 
means for managing environment variables in a data processing system, comprising: 

means for determining if a directory, specified by a path sequence of any environment 
variable, is deleted, wherein the path sequence specifies an order for searching apfarality of 
different directories for locating executable code within the data processing system; «r4 

means for enabling at least one of a) an automatic deletion of the directory from the path 
sequence of the environment variable; and b) a display of an interface to inform the user to delete 
the directory from the path sequence of any affected environment variablesLgnd 

means for searching, responsive to the means for enabling, directories in the file system 
as specified bv the plurality of different directories in the oath sequence to locate the executable 
code . 

30. (Currently amended) A computer program tangibly-embodied on a tangible computer 
readable medium having program code means for managing environment variables in a data 
processing system, comprising: 

instruction means for automatically invoking an environment variable manager upon 
occurrence of at least one of occurring events: a) a directory is deleted; b) a product is uninstafled 
on the data processing system; and c) a given environment variable is manually modified by a 
user; 

instruction means for determining, by the environment variable manager, if any occurring 
event a), b) or c) causes a modification to an affected path sequence of any presently active 
environment variable, the path sequence specifying an order for searching a plurality of different 
directories for locating executable code within the data processing system; and 

instruction means for automatically correcting the affected path sequence if it is 
determined that the occurring event causes the modification. 

Fage7ofl9 
Kuetal.- 09/690*457 



PAGE 9121 * RCVD AT 9/2912005 1:52:20 PM pastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-6/26 * ONIS:2738300 * CSID:972 385 7766 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-34 



Sep 29 2005 12:56Ph YEE 8. ASSOCIATES, P,C- 



I 972 J 



395 



-776G 



3 1 . (Currently amended) A computer program tangiblv-embodied on a tangible computer 
readable medium having program code means for managing environment variables in a data 
processing system, comprising: 

instruction means for automatically invoking an environment variable manager whenever 
a path sequence for a presently active environment variable is modified in the data processing 
system, wherein the path sequence specifies an order for searching a plurality of different 
directories for locating executable code within the data processing system; 

instruction means for determining, by the environment variable manager, if duplicate files 
exist in the directories specified by the path sequence of the environment variable; and 

instruction means for enabling a display of each environment variable determined to have 
duplicate files in the directories specified by the path sequence to e user for correction. 

32. (Currently amended) A computer program tan gibly-embodied on a tangible computer 
readable medium having program code means for managing environment variables in a data 
processing system, comprising: 

instruction means for determining if a directory, specified by a path sequence of any 
environment variable, is deleted, wherein the path sequence specifies an order for searching a 
plurality of different directories for locating executable code within the data processing system; 

CtXXCF 

instruction means for enabling at least one of the following a) an automatic deletion of 
the directory from the path sequence of the environment variable; and b) a display of an interface 
to inform the user to delete the directory from the path sequence of any affected environment 
variables ; and 

means for searching, responsive to the mea ns for ena bling, directories in the file system 
as specified bv the plurality of different directories in the oath sequence to locate the executable 
£2&. 
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